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Introduction for Deaf or hard of hearing audience members: What is it?!?!

Sometimes a show doesn’t need ASL-interpretation or captions for people who are Deaf or hard of
hearing (DHH) to be able to appreciate it. Because all pertinent auditory information is also
represented in the visuals. Other times, captions or ASL-interpretation would be ideal but the
essential information can also be conveyed in an introduction. We designate these shows as Deaf
and hard of hearing friendly or DHH friendly.

At PuSh, we ask the creators of the performance to write an introduction in either case.

TIP To figure this out we highly recommend working with a Deaf and/or hard of hearing consultant. They can
also give you advice on what to include in an introduction and once it is written, provide feedback.

We will share some examples, but they are just that, examples. Though we always make sure the
introduction includes essential information, we consider this another artistic product that the artist(s)
should have full control over. And once you create this you can take it wherever you go and share it with all
the theatres and festivals that present your performance.

Form & Perspective

We always create a written version that can be downloaded or viewed online and we also have copies
available at the box office. You can also create a vlog or video version in ASL with captions.

TIP If you hire a Deaf consultant, they might also be able to create this video with you. It can be really simple or
more sophisticated integrating footage of the show. Most importantly, in our experience, the best way to
connect to the Deaf community is by involving them, not just hiring interpreters.

Be deliberate in choosing what perspective to write from. You can write it from your personal
perspective, the perspective of a character, a third person perspective...

In General

> Figure out what you are trying to communicate with your audience and focus on how that
vision is communicated through sound. This is an extension of your artistic work, another
way of communicating with your audience. It is completely up to you how you want to
approach this.

> Don't underestimate what can be deduced from the visuals.
That is why having a Deaf consultant helps a lot.
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Before “mechanically” describing a sound or what someone says, consider what you are
trying to communicate? Sometimes the sound of a voice or the speed matters more than
what they say.

This can be very simple or very elaborate.

We have had 3 sentence introductions or a two page essay. What matters is your intention.

What to include

>

Any spoken words or lyrics used in the show
Obviously this only works if they are only short moments or repetitive
o At the beginning of the show one of the dancers suddenly stops and asks if
everyone has turned off their phone
o During she show the dancers blurt out lines of the following poem...
o The song that plays keeps repeating: “Why did you hurt me?”
Sounds that carry significance
o At one point there is a gunshot and everyone freezes
o When Charles leaves the stage with the cup, you hear him rumbling in a kitchen and
putting something in a microwave
Everytime Shayna turns off the lamp, the music stops
Throughout the whole show we hear a murmur of a radio in the background, it is
news but too muffled to understand
Moments where there are no visuals and the only sound
o When the show starts all the lights go dark and in the darkness the voice of a young
child says...
o When the family is at the table having dinner and freeze, the song “My Body is a
Cage” by Arcade Fire plays, softly at first slowly getting louder and louder.
What music is used and how it connects to the dance / performance
In a way it is more about letting people into your process and including them, letting them
know that even though they don’t have access to some parts of your work, you want to
include them. Some ways to approach this:
o How the music inspired the performance or vice versa
o s the music or sound complimentary or is it a juxtaposition (mix?)
o How would you describe the music using 5 (or however many) adjectives and how
that translated into the performance

TIP What discussions did you have with your team designing the sound? With you sound designer or
composer? Why did you choose the music you chose? What did you tell the performers? What were you trying
to create? Focus on that rather than a list of sounds.
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